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pages cm Includes bibliographical references and index. ISBN 978-1-107-02401-4 (hardback) 1. Ostia (Extinct city) -Social life and customs. 2. Ostia (Extinct city) -Social conditions. 3. Social change -Italy -Ostia (Extinct city) 4. Christianity -Social aspectsItaly -Ostia (Extinct city) 5. Ostia (Extinct city) -Antiquities. 6. Harbors -RomeHistory. 7. Port cities -Rome -History. 8. Architecture -Italy -Ostia (Extinct city) I. Title The impetus to write this book first came up, with the dirt and weeds, when I began working at Ostia in 2002. I owe my thanks to L. Michael White and the Institute for the Study of Antiquity and Christian Origins (ISAC) within the Department of Classics at the University of Texas at Austin for that experience. It grew into a dissertation and has led to a decade of research on-site. Mike's efforts as an advisor and his passionate generosity gave this project the space to mature that it needed. He also helped steer it to its completion, and for that I thank him warmly. I also owe my sincere thanks to Jennifer Ebbeler, Glenn Peers, and Dennis Trout for their help in shaping this manuscript and a particular debt to Karl Galinsky, who also provided support for a postdoctoral year in Austin, funded by the Max Planck Institute. I would like to thank Jennifer Gates-Foster, Rabun Taylor, and Adam Rabinowitz for our conversations in Austin that year. Lastly, in the summer of 2010, I was given the opportunity to lead a site visit to Ostia for scholars investigating Late Antique transformation and change. That day proved immeasurable in helping me clarify many of the ideas presented in this book, and I thank Michele Salzman and Kim Bowes for the invitation to do so, as well as the participants in their National Endowment for the Humanities summer seminar for the questions they asked and the directions they suggested I take. For many years now, I have delighted in the opportunity to walk, see, learn, touch, and experience the city of Ostia in a remarkable way. None of that would have been possible without the support of the Italian government: first, through the office of the Soprintendenza per i beni archeologici di Ostia; and then through the Sopritendenza speciale per i beni archaeologici di Roma. My deepest gratitude goes to Paola Germoni, Angelo Pellegrino, and Giuseppe Proietti for opening Countless library and archival staffs offered their assistance in the preparation of this book: Sheila Winchester at the University of Texas at Austin, the library and photographic archive staff at the American Academy in Rome, the British School in Rome, the library and photographic archive staff at the German Archaeological Institute in Rome (in particular, Daria Lanzuolo), as well as the staff of the National Gallery of Art, Dumbarton Oaks, and Georgetown University. Elvira Angeloni, Stefano Stani, and Grazia Pettinelli also provided generous assistance procuring research materials at Ostia Antica. I am grateful also to Francesca Zannoni at the Fondo Lanciani, housed in the Biblioteca di Archeologia e Storia dell'Arte in Rome, and to Anna Lia Bonella for her help at the Archivio di Stato di Roma. To these names I would like to add my thanks to Beatrice Rehl at Cambridge University Press, who has shepherded this project from the start, to Amanda Smith and Asya Graf for their helpful editorial eyes, and to the anonymous reviewers for being models of constructive critique.
I should add a short bibliographic disclaimer at this point. Archaeological research is always being updated, and our picture of Ostia will no doubt change in the years to come. Just as I was completing this manuscript, for example, I was fortunate to receive a report of new Late Antique excavations conducted in one area of the city center between 2008 and 2010. I believe that work largely supports the interpretation of
